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CHAPTER 12 MINIMUM HEIGHT RULES

12.01 Minimum height rules — populous areas and public gatherings
(1) For paragraph 91.265 (4) (a), for flight over a populous area or a public gathering, this 

section prescribes take-off and landing circumstances for the purposes of 
paragraphs 91.265 (2) (b) and (3) (b).
Note   For an aeroplane and a rotorcraft, paragraphs 91.265 (2) (b) and (3) (b), respectively, permit 
flight over a populous area or a public gathering below 1 000 ft above the highest feature or obstacle 
within a horizontal radius of 600 m or 300 m, respectively, of the point on the ground or water 
immediately below the aircraft.

(2) For subsection (1), the circumstances are when the following requirements are 
complied with:
(a) for take-off — when, from the point of lift-off, the pilot in command is 

conducting a climb to the planned cruising level in accordance with normal 
procedures for the aircraft type;

(b) for landing — when the pilot in command is conducting a continuous descent 
from the cruising level or circuit height to the landing threshold using rates of 
descent and flight manoeuvres which are normal for the aircraft type.

12.02 Minimum height rules — other areas
(1) For paragraph 91.267 (3) (a), for flight over an area other than a populous area or a 

public gathering, this section prescribes take-off and landing circumstances for the 
purposes of paragraph 91.267 (2) (b).

(2) For subsection (1), the circumstances are when the following requirements are 
complied with:
(a) for take-off — when, from the point of lift-off, the pilot in command is 

conducting a climb to the planned cruising level in accordance with normal 
procedures for the aircraft type;

(b) for landing — when the pilot in command is conducting a circling manoeuvre as 
part of an authorised IAP using rates of descent and flight manoeuvres which are 
normal for the aircraft type;

(c) for landing — when the pilot in command is conducting a continuous descent 
from the cruising level or circuit height to the landing threshold using rates of 
descent and flight manoeuvres which are normal for the aircraft type.

12.03 Minimum heights — VFR flight at night
For paragraph 91.277 (2) (e), this section prescribes an additional method for 
calculating the lowest altitude for a route or route segment as the minimum height for 
a VFR flight at night.
RESERVED
Note   No requirements are currently prescribed. This section has been reserved to preserve the MOS 
structure for any future provisions that would be appropriate following consultation.
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